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The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD), one of the most powerful regulatory agencies
in the United States, has just proposed tightening its regulations. During the past 40 years it has
implemented strong air quality regulations in the 11,000 square-mile South Coast Air Basin (SCAB),
which includes the 17 million people who live in the populated areas of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside,
and San Bernardino counties. These increasingly aggressive and costly regulations have impacted all
sectors of the economy, from utility power plants, oil refineries, the ports, and all manufacturers to
restaurants, dry cleaners, printers, and auto repair shops. While these regulations have improved air
quality substantially, they have been excessive and have contributed to the loss of more than half of the
manufacturing jobs in Southern California.
The regulation of fine particulate matter (PM2.5), ozone (O3), and nitrogen oxides (NOx) has been largely
justified on a cost-benefit basis by the claim that air pollution causes 5,000 premature deaths per year in
the SCAB. This claim relies on the implausible and unproven hypothesis that inhalation over a lifetime of
about one teaspoon of PM2.5 (particles less than 2.5 microns in diameter) causes premature death. For
perspective, inhaling this amount of PM2.5 is roughly equivalent to smoking two cigarettes a year,
certainly not a lethal dose. Moreover, there is overwhelming epidemiological evidence, including two
large 2011 AQMD-funded epidemiological studies, that air pollution does not cause any premature
deaths in California. Furthermore, the SCAB has an age-adjusted total death rate that is lower than the
death rate in every state except Hawaii. It has a similarly low total cancer death rate.
Regarding exposures, the average ambient levels of 8-hour ozone and 24-hour PM2.5 in the SCAB, as
measured by AQMD monitors, are below the current Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone and PM2.5. Furthermore, the average personal
exposures to ozone and PM2.5 among SCAB residents are much lower than the ambient levels measured
by AQMD monitors. These average personal exposure levels are far below the levels associated with
adverse health effects. Air pollutants are now at record low levels and close to natural background
levels. The last Stage 3 smog alert was in 1974 and the last Stage 2 smog alert was in 1988. Much of the
remaining SCAB pollution comes across the Pacific Ocean from China, which ignores air pollution
regulations and which does much of the manufacturing that used to be done here.
Unfortunately, the AQMD staff, led since 1997 by Executive Officer Barry R. Wallerstein, has ignored the
extremely positive air quality evidence above. Instead of acting in the best public health and
socioeconomic interest of the SCAB residents, AQMD staff has implemented scientifically unjustified
regulations in conjunction with the EPA, the California Air Resources Board, and powerful environmental
activist groups (like Coalition for Clean Air, American Lung Association, Natural Resources Defense
Council, and Sierra Club). The AQMD Board justifiably fired Wallerstein on March 4. There is now an
opportunity for the remaining AQMD staff to work with numerous qualified experts like myself in order
to reassess the scientific validity of all their regulations. The REgional CLean Air Incentives Market
(RECLAIM), the Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study (MATES), and the 2012 Air Quality Management Plan
(AQMP) all need to be reassessed. These reassessments must be made before the 2016 AQMP is
finalized and, if they are not made, the AQMD Board should not approve the 2016 AQMP. It is time to
stop unjustified regulations in Southern California and to bring manufacturing jobs back.

